The hepatitis-associated antigen (HAA) (Australian antigen) is either the infective agent of viral hepatitis or a virus-related protein(l). It is present in the blood during the incubation period and early clinical course of acute viral hepatitis in adults(l,2). The presence of the HAA in Krugman's long incubation hepatitis (MS-2) and its absence in childhood hepatitis, epidemic hepatitis, and in short incubation hepatitis (MS-1) indicates it is associated with the serum hepatitis virus (s)(2,3). The antigen persists for longer periods in the blood of some patients with chronic active hepatitis(4,5) and dialysis-associated hepatitis(6). It is frequently present in the serum of patients with Down's syndrome(7), lepromatous leprosy(8) and certain types of leukemia(7,9-11).
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